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ABSTRACT

. This Kids Count data book provides state and county trends in
the well-being of Kansas' children. The statistical portrait is based on 22
indictors in the areas of economic well-being, physical health and safety,
childhood care and education, emotional well-being, and social behavior and
social control. Following a state profile, county data are presented for the

.following indicators: (1) births to school-age mothers; (2) children in
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poverty; (3) -children approved for free school meals; {4) childhood deaths;
(5) infant mortalities; (6) births with adequate prenatal care; (7)
kindergartners fully immunized by age two; (8) low birth-weight babies; (9)
Early Head Start participation; (10). Head Start participation; (11) child
care availability; (12) high school graduate post-secondary education; (13)
births to mothers with less than a high school degree; (14) students
graduating from high school; (15) out-of-home placements; (16) teen violent
deaths; (17) reported child abuse and neglect; (18) substantiated child abuse
and neglect; (19) juvenile court filings; (20) youth who report using tobacco
in preceding 30 days; (21) youth who report binge drinking; and (22) youth
who report using other drugs. Measures showing notable improvement include
childhood death rates, Head Start participation, immunization rates, and use
of tobacco and binge drinking. Measures remaining steady include infant
mortality, low birth-weight births, and post-secondary education or training
among high school graduates. Measures showing deterioration include free
school meal enrollment and reported child abuse and neglect. The data book
concludes with notes and a list of data sources. (HTH)
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